STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS OF COLORADO
NEWSLETTER
2021 FALL SCHEDULE
SIGN UP FOR THESE EVENTS
AT
HTTPS://
SEACOLORADO.ORG/

September General Meeting
SEAC September General Meeting
September 16, 2021
virtual and in-person
Denver Marriott West, 1717 Denver West Blvd.

SEAC Meeting
September 16, 2021
Denver Marriott West
and Via Webex
7:45am-9:00am
SEAC NOCO Committee
Meeting
September 16, 2021
Front Range Community
College
7:30am-9:00am
SEAC SOCO Committee
Project Presentation—
Pikes Peak Summit
House
September 21, 2021
CTL Thompson, Colorado
Springs or virtual
11:30am
SE/PE AASHTO Review
Session
September 22, 2021
virtual
6:30-8:00pm
SEAC Fall Seminar
October 7, 2021
Doubletree Hilton Westminster or virtual
7:00am—12:00pm

7:45AM Announcements/8:00AM Presentation
Presentation with Rocky Mountain Steel Construction Assn.
1 PDH
Have you ever searched for information on structural steel construction with a slant towards the
Rocky Mountain region, but come up short? Are you interested in the opinions of other professionals
within the steel construction industry on how they tackle common challenges? Join the SEAC/
RMSCA Steel Liaison Committee on September 16th as they travel into The Before Time and
summarize updates made to historic white papers prior to their Grand Republishing.
Presenters:
Paul Wareham:
Paul leads the Sales and Estimating Department at Zimkor, a local steel fabricator in the Denver
area. He began his professional career in steel after graduating from the Colorado School of Mines
spending 5 years estimating and project managing. From there he spent several years in other
engineering, manufacturing and management positions in various disciplines including centrifugal
pumps/compressors, water and wastewater, aviation and natural gas before returning to steel 4 years
ago. Paul is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Colorado.
Alex Stone:
Alex is a Project Manager and Associate at KL&A with 13 years of experience in structural
engineering. He has been the project manager and engineer of record for numerous high profile steel
construction projects with a focus on higher education, offices, municipal and medical office
buildings. His expertise includes conventional steel frame design, connection design and high
seismic design. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degree from Colorado State University.
Scott Luckiesh:
Scott is a Structural Project Manager for BKMB in Denver. His experience spans a broad spectrum
of building types, including health care facilities, parking structures, schools, government buildings,
corporate headquarters, office buildings, industrial buildings, residential complexes, and correctional
facilities. He has worked on phased, multiple-bid projects with construction costs of up to $250
million. He is proficient in many types of structural systems; steel, masonry, cast-in-place and precast
concrete, heavy timber, and glulam. He received his Master of Structural Engineering degree from
the University of Texas - Austin in 1994 and Bachelor of Architectural Engineering from Oklahoma
State University in 1993. Publications include the AISC Hollow Structural Sections Manual where he
assisted in development of tension and compression connections for HSS end connections.
Taylor Maggert:
Taylor hopes to use his 17+ years of experience in facades, structural engineering, architectural and
structural steel (estimating, detailing, erection, and project management) to improve processes and
flows in design and construction. He currently uses his experience as a Senior Product Specialist for
Tekla software (Trimble Solutions).
Sponsored by:
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
On July 23, I-70 through Glenwood Canyon was severely damaged due to a major mudslide with no major casualties, thankfully. Wildfires and unprecedented rainfall events combined to create this disaster.
Some have asked how this could happen and why wasn’t the road built for this. As industry insiders, we
know nature is unpredictable and we cannot design for every eventuality. There is always a cost to benefit analysis and seemingly, more often cost weighs in heavier than other considerations.
This cost to benefit analysis is embedded in everything we do as engineers. When discussing a public
facility in a small town on the eastern plains of Colorado, the town noted they wanted the structure to
function as a “quasi” storm shelter. They do not currently have any publicly accessible storm shelters
and their geographical location is prone to tornados. However, the added cost to make the facility storm
safe did not seem worth the benefit to the decision makers. They have been voted into office to make these kinds of decisions,
but I couldn’t help thinking how different they would feel if they were to suffer a personal loss that could have been avoided if
the facility functioned as a shelter. Tipping my hand, I always lean toward spending a little more to provide better protection,
easy enough to do when it’s not your money.
Hindsight is always clearer than predicting the future and with climate change, trying to decipher what is coming is increasingly
difficult. As SE’s the best we can do is to diligently follow the codes and get involved in changing them when needed.
Below is a link to a video CDOT released showing the extent of the damage to the I-70 Glenwood Canyon roadway and following
the drainageway upstream.
https://unofficialnetworks.com/2021/08/04/cdot-drone-footage-i70-glenwood-canyon-mudslide-damage/
Sincerely,

Lacey Goetz

Welcome to our Newest Members
Abraham Chen
Professional Member

Michael Gritzmacher
Professional Member

Samantha Grey
Professional Member

Landon Harman
Professional Member
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Michael McGuire
Professional Member
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
SEAC Education Committee August Project Presentation and Tour Recap
On August 31st, SEAC members and guests learned about one of the newest additions to Denver’s LoDo neighborhood. The Education Committee was proud to host Martin/Martin structural engineers Abe Chen, PE and Bruce Hall, PE, in addition to project architect David Carnicelli of Stantec and contractor John Naccarato of Hensel-Phelps, for a presentation on the design and construction
of McGregor Square which is located right next the Coors Field. The presentation was hosted at the Alliance Center meeting space
in LoDo.

The event marked the SEAC Education Committee’s first in-person event of 2021 and drew 30 attendees. The presenters shared
design and construction challenges for the new 675,000 square foot mixed-use facility. The site consists of a hotel, condos, office
space, retail, and public gathering spaces. The $365 million cast-in-place concrete structure took a little over two years to complete
and now proudly sits as the gateway to Colorado and the Rockies.
The presentation was followed by a fun tour of the finished building, which included seeing the future Colorado Rockies Hall of
Fame, hotel rooms, various condo sizes, exercise facility, 12th story bridge, and rooftop pool.
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
Remediation and Reconstruction of the Pikes Peak Summit House
Presenters: William C. Hoffmann, Jr, PE and Steve Horner, PE
Date: September 21, 2021, 11:30 am
Location: In-Person or Remote
In-Person: CTL Thompson Office, 5170 Mark Dabling Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80918
Remote: Virtual meeting invite will be emailed

RSVP here

The deteriorating and difficult to maintain 1960s-era Summit House spurred the need to establish a new facility. Beginning in 2018,
the City of Colorado Springs, in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Army Research Institute of Environmental Medicine and Colorado Springs Utilities, began construction on the new Pikes Peak Summit Complex, which includes the Visitor Center,
a Utilities facility and a High-Altitude Research Laboratory. The project was the highest altitude construction site in North America,
sitting on “America’s Mountain” at 14,115 feet. This project presentation will discuss the unique and complex geotechnical and
structural engineering challenges the site presented including evaluating conditions in this remote location, designing on permafrost, and designing for high wind forces. Physically, completing construction at elevation posed tests and constraints, with weather
being the largest challenge, followed by material and equipment delivery.
This project presentation is hosted by the SEAC Southern Colorado Committee. If you are interested in joining the committee,
please contact jknakmuhs@ctlthompson.com.
Speakers:
William C. Hoffmann, Jr, PE has been with CTL | Thompson for over 40 years and Founder of the Southern Colorado Operations. He
prepares geotechnical investigations for a wide variety of structures. His main focus is providing practical design alternatives for
difficult construction situations and solving unexpected problems that arise during construction.
Steve Horner, PE has been with HCDA Engineering since 1997, after graduating from the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology. Over his career, he has designed a variety of projects including schools, medical and hospital facilities, retail centers and
office and governmental buildings. Steve is a licensed Professional Engineer in Colorado and New Mexico.
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
Gingerbread Bridge Competition
Register now to sponsor and/or participate in the 2021 Gingerbread Bridge Competition!
The 2021 Gingerbread Bridge Competition has been scheduled for the afternoon of Friday, November 19th. Doors open for display
set-up at noon. Architectural judging starts at 1pm. Weigh-in and load testing to follow.
Final Event location TBD
The origin story for the Gingerbread Bridge Competition, rules for the 2021 event and past load test results can be found at http://
gingerbreadbridge.com/denver/rules-denver/.
Important Deadlines:
Sponsors - Payment and logos due by Friday, September 24th
Bridge Entries - Payment and number of team members due by Friday, October 29th
**ATTENTION STUDENT TEAMS**
Prior to registering your team, please contact ymg@seacolorado.org indicating your interest in participating in the 2021 Gingerbread Bridge Competition. We will then provide you with a promo code to waive the bridge entry fee.
Please save all receipts for construction materials. Submit copies of your receipts at the check-in table when you arrive at the event
for reimbursement of up to $50/team. (Actual stipend for construction materials may be increased at the discretion of the YMG
Committee based on the sponsorship received and the number of student teams participating)

Links of Interest
BEST Denver News Coverage: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1980848478839633
Fox31 News Coverage: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYECEwGFwRA&feature=youtu.be
9News Coverage: https://www.9news.com/article/entertainment/television/programs/next-with-kyle-clark/structural-engineers-in
-colorado-take-on-a-gingerbread-house-challenge/362235262
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
SE/PE AASHTO Review Session - Wednesday, September 22nd

The SEAC YMG and Education Committee would like to invite you to the SE/PE Exam AASHTO Review Session led by Brandon
Buder, P.E., S.E. with Parsons. The session will include a review of bridge design, including a review of the AASHTO code and discussion of practice problems.

Be sure to bring your AASHTO code and come prepared with questions. If you have specific practice problems you would like to go
over, please submit them to ymg@seacolorado.org by the end of the day on Sunday, September 19th.
Date:
Where:
RSVP:
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Wednesday, September 22nd from 6:30-8pm
MS Teams meeting. Call-in information provided below
Click Here to register by the end of the day on Sunday, September 19th
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NCSEA NEWS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING SUMMIT POSTPONED
The NCSEA Structural Engineering Summit has a long history of bringing the structural
engineering community together to network, learn, and celebrate the successes of our
profession. In today’s challenging environment, it will be difficult for the Summit to deliver on that purpose. As a result, NCSEA will be postponing the Summit—both the live
event in New York and the virtual event—to February of 2022. Specific dates for both will
be released by the end of September

UPCOMING WEBINARS
September 21st North American Standards for Cold-Formed Steel Framing

September 22nd Cold-Formed Steel Member Design Methodology

September 23rd Not All Design Topics Are Covered in a Standard

September 30th Allowable Stress Design vs. Strength Design: A Masonry Cage Fight

October 7th Do's and Don'ts in Structural Steel Design

Issue 5

Page 13

September 2021

Issue 5

Page 14

September 2021

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado

Lacey Goetz

Brian Lobmeyer

Holly Janowicz

Chad Mitchell

President

VP/Treasurer

Secretary

Past President

Integral Engineering
303-804-7003

Anchor Engineering Inc.
303-783-4797

J.R. Harris and Co.
303-860-9021

S.A. Miro, Inc.
720-407-1031

president@seacolorado.org

vp@seacolorado.org

secretary@seacolorado.org

pastpresident@seacolorado.org

Mike Piper

Jeff Borger

Kim Olson

Director

Director

Director

Martin/Martin
303-431-6100

Jirsa Hedrick
303-839-1963

director3@seacolorado.org

director1@seacolorado.org

Nucor
303-720-4076
director2@seacolorado.org

We Want to Hear from YOU! The SEAC Board of Directors is interested in hearing your
suggestions, comments, and ideas. Please feel free to contact a
member of the BOD at any time.
Thank you to all of our members who continue to support SEAC!
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NEWSLETTER ADS
Structural Engineers Association of Colorado

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT HERE
Consider placing an ad in the bi-monthly SEAC newsletter to reach
over 300 members, including professional engineers,
suppliers, and vendors.

Contact Kim Wyatt at administrator@seacolorado.org or go online
to https://seacolorado.org/seac-shop/.
Full Page Employment Ad: $250
Half Page Employment Ad: $150
Quarter Page Employment Ad: $100
Full Page Ad: $350
Half Page Ad: $250
Quarter Page Ad: $200
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